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TECHNICAL EXPLAINER: 
CORPUS LINGUISTICS ANALYSIS  

Methodology 
This briefing sets out in detail the methodology of the Corpus Linguistics Analysis 

(CLA) into how the British press typically presents issues related to trans people, and 

whose voices are given prominence. 

CLA is the statistically driven analysis of large, representative collections of naturally 

occurring language data. CLA methods are particularly adept for analysing how 

different forms of media represent different groups and/or issues, because they allow 

an analyst to look across large collections of texts that would normally be impractical 

to do manually. Broadly speaking, CLA quantifies frequencies of occurrence of 

individual words and grammatical structures in order to analyse them within context. 

While CLA comprises several methodologies, for this analysis the following were used: 

collocation, N-gram, and concordance line analysis.  

Collocation  

Collocation looks at how the words that appear with a particular term affect how that 

term is interpreted, revealing patterns that may not be visible with manual reading 

alone. In this analysis, a span of 5 words to the left and 5 words to the right of the 

terms ‘gender’ and ‘sex’ was used and collocates of the search terms explored in 

context. Given that a search term could have hundreds of collocates, the analysis 

considered the top 10 collocates in any given month of an outlet’s reports. 

N-grams  

N-grams are similar to collocation, as they reflect what words occur directly next to 

each other. N-grams can take any number of words (where N = the number of words 

that occur together to analyse). For example, bigrams represent two words occurring 

with each other, while trigrams represent three, and so forth. While quantifying these 

instances of words occurring together is a useful window into what is being presented, 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/corpora-in-applied-linguistics/540164CCAA06AEA0564F9A43731C8B00
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/corpora-in-applied-linguistics/540164CCAA06AEA0564F9A43731C8B00
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17405904.2022.2055592
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1750481318817624
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/arden-encyclopedia-of-shakespeares-language-9781350261938/
https://etheses.bham.ac.uk/id/eprint/12977/7/Glaas2022PhD.pdf
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it is also important to examine how those words are used in contexti, which is where 

concordance line analysis becomes particularly useful.  

 

Concordance lines  

Concordance lines are a way of viewing individual words within context. CLA software 

can be used to present these contextualised uses in context as a list, which allows an 

analyst to see the vast ways the same word might be used in each individual article. 

This meant it is possible to explore every contextual use of a particular N-gram within 

any news report.  

 

The corpora analysed  

To examine how the British press typically present trans people, and whose voices are 

given prominence, four specialised corporaii were collected using the website Lexis+, 

which contains a regularly updated archive of all major UK national newspaper 

reports. The four outlets considered are the Guardian, the Sun, the Telegraph and The 

Times & Sunday Times, which represent a wide range of political leanings and 

audiences. Lexis+ includes both print and online articles and controls for duplication.  

The corpora cover the period between January 2020 and April 2025, the month of 

the Supreme Court judgement in the appeal of For Women Scotland Ltd v The 

Scottish Ministers on interpretation of the words ‘sex’, ‘man’ and woman’ in the 

Equality Act 2010 for the purpose of sex discriminationiii.  

The corpora were built around the search terms: ‘transgender’, ‘trans’, 

‘transgendered’, ‘transsexual’, ‘trannie’, ‘tranny’, ‘mtf’, and/or ‘ftm’. While some of 

these terms are inappropriate, previous research has shown that these are various 

labelling strategies within the British press and therefore should be considered in 

building the corporaiv.  

The analysis was configured with a stop list of words and phrases that reduced the 

number of false positives from the search. This included terms such as: ‘transmitter’, 

‘trans fats’, ‘Trans-Pacific’, ‘translate’, ‘TransPennine’, and so forth. For each article, 

the use of the search terms in context was done manually to ensure that the term 

being used related to transgender people, as opposed to something else. These files 

were then analysed with a free CLA software called Antcont.  

The searched looked at: 

i) what terms collocated with ‘gender’, and how this changed across time 

ii) what terms collocated with ‘sex’, and how this changed across time  

iii) who was named in N-grams. 
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Importantly, given that a search term could have hundreds of collocates, within each 

month of reporting only the top 10 collocates with a 5-left 5-right word span of both 

gender and sex were analysed.  

The N-grams search focussed on proper noun bigrams (i.e., two-word units indicating 

a specific person) and set a minimum frequency of occurrence at 8 per month. The 

bigrams included anyone’s name if they appeared either as a full name (e.g., ‘Boris 

Johnson’) or if part of their name appeared in an N-gram (e.g., ‘Boris says’; ‘Johnson 

has’). However, other references to these people were excluded (e.g., ‘the doctor’, ‘the 

Prime Minister’). 

Amnesty International UK is grateful to Dr Frazer Heritage, Senior Lecturer in 

Linguistics at the School of English of Manchester Metropolitan University, who 

carried out the CLA.  
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Spikes in coverage 
The quantitative analysis of reports identified specific months when coverage spiked 

compared to the monthly average. The following tables show which events caused 

spikes in coverage. These are the most prominent relevant events identified for those 

months, however there may be other events that have caused spikes in coverage 

which are not as prominent.  

 

2020 

June 

• J.K. Rowling authors an essay explaining ‘her reasons for Speaking out on Sex and 

Gender Issues’v. 

 

 

  

70

31

47

58

50

21

33

44

Guardian Sun Telegraph Times & Sunday
Times

2020

June average reports per month
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2021 

June 

• Maya Forstater wins her appeal tribunalvi.  

• Trans youth charity Mermaids challenges the Charity commission on its decision to 

grant LGB Alliance charity statusvii. 

October 

• Following accusation of transphobia Professor Kathleen Stock quits her job at 

Sussex Universityviii. 

 

 

 

  

79

32
39

111

75

27

56

100

63

25
36

80

Guardian Sun Telegraph Times & Sunday
Times

2021

June October average reports per month
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2022 

April 

• The government announces it will put forward a ban on conversion practices that 

excludes trans peopleix. 

• British Cycling bans trans women from competing at elite level in its eventsx. 

• The EHRC publishes guidance on separate and single sex servicesxi. 

 

July 

• For Women Scotland launches 2nd judicial review challenge against the Scottish 

Governmentxii. 

• Conservative party leadership electionsxiii. 

 

 

  

152

47

92

147

115

80
95

160

92

37

68

107

Guardian Sun Telegraph Times & Sunday
Times

2022

April July average reports per month
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2023 

February: Brianna Ghey’s murder. 

May: Kathleen Stock gives a talk at Oxford Universityxiv 

 

 

 

 

2024 

February: For Women Scotland receives permission to appeal to the Supreme Court 

and J.K. Rowling supports the group with a £70,000 donationxv. 

March: The Department for Education’s consultation on proposed ‘Guidance for 

Schools and Colleges: Gender Questioning Children’ closesxvi. 

April: Final report of the Cass Review publishedxvii. 

 

109
100

118
133133

75

115
129

101

58

85

103

Guardian Sun Telegraph Times & Sunday
Times

2023

February May average reports per month
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2025 

April 

• Supreme Court Judgement FWS v Scottish Ministersxviii 

• EHRC’s interim advice published. 

 

 

 

 

 

97

39

93 86
96

55

96
84

113

94

132

150

84

44

76 79

Guardian Sun Telegraph Times & Sunday
Times

2024

February March April average reports per month

141

108

135
151

41

19
31 32

Guardian Sun Telegraph Times & Sunday
Times

2025

April average reports per month
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List of GC groups identified  
 

Name Status Type 
Year 
established 

Seen Network (Sex Equality and 
Equity Network Limited) 

Registered 
company Professional network 2022 

Seen in the City Informal Professional network 2023 

SEEN in HR Informal Professional network 2024 

Parli SEEN Informal Professional network 2024 

SEEN in STEM Informal Professional network 2024 

SEEN in Journalism Informal Professional network 2024 

SEEN in Schools Informal Professional network 2024 

SEEN in Sport Informal Professional network 2024 

SEEN in Health Informal Professional network 2024 

SEEN in Retail Informal Professional network 2024 

Local Authority SEEN Informal Professional network 2024 

TU SEEN Informal Professional network 2024 

SEEN in Publishing Informal Professional network 2024 

Third Sector SEEN Informal Professional network 2024 

Police SEEN UK Informal Professional network 2024 

SEEN on Campus Informal Professional network 2025 

FiLiA 
Registered 
charity Policy/advocacy/campaigns  2015 

Bayswater support group 
Registered 
company Children/family 2019 

Children of Transitioners Informal Children/family 2019 

Get the L Out UK Informal LGB group 2018 

Gender Critical Greens Informal Political party 2019 

Labour Women's Declaration Informal Political party 2019 
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Legal Feminist Informal Policy/advocacy/campaigns  2018 

Lesbian Strength Informal LGB group 2018 

Merched Cymru Informal Policy/advocacy/campaigns 2020 

OBJECT – Women Not Sex Objects! Informal Policy/advocacy/campaigns  2011 

Older Feminist Network Informal Service provision 1982 

Protect & Teach Informal Education 2024 

Safe Schools Alliance UK (SSAUK) Informal Education 2018 

Trans Widows Voices Informal Children/family 2018 

Virago Women's Workshop 
Registered 
company Service provider  2021 

LGB Alliance Cymru Informal LGB group 2019 

Beira's Place 
Registered 
company Service provision 2022 

Conservatives for Women 
Registered 
company Political party 2022 

Fair Play for Women 
Registered 
company Policy/advocacy/campaigns 2019 

For Women Scotland 
Registered 
company Policy/advocacy/campaigns 2020 

Gay Men's Network UK 
Registered 
company LGB group 2022 

Keep Prisons Single Sex Dissolved Policy/advocacy/campaigns 2022 

Let Women Speak (formerly 
Standing for Women) 

Registered 
company Policy/advocacy/campaigns 2023 

LGB Alliance 
Registered 
charity LGB group 2019 

The Lesbian Project 
Registered 
company Policy/advocacy/campaigns 2022 

Transgender Trend 
Registered 
company Education 2019 

Woman's Place UK (WPUK) 
Registered 
company Policy/advocacy/campaigns 2021 

Women's Declaration International 
(WDI) 

Registered 
company Policy/advocacy/campaigns 2019 

Sex Matters 
Registered 
charity Policy/advocacy/campaigns 2024 

Murray Blackburn and Mackenzie 
Registered 
company Policy/advocacy/campaigns 2022 

Women's Rights Network (WRN) 
Registered 
company Policy/advocacy/campaigns 2022 

LGB Christians Informal LGB group 2023 

Liberal Voice for Women Informal Political party 2021 

ScotPAG Scottish Professionals 
Advising on Gender Informal Professional network 2022 
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Women’s Sports Union  
Registered 
company Policy/advocacy/campaigns 2025 

 

 

 
i Gillings, M.; Mautner, G. Concordancing for CADS: Practical challenges and theoretical implications 
 International Journal of Corpus Linguistics, Volume 29, Issue 1, Feb 2024, p. 34 - 58  
ii These are large, representative samples of naturally occurring language - the singular of which is “corpus”. 
iii For Women Scotland Ltd v The Scottish Ministers [2025] UKSC 16 (16 April 2025), 
iv Baker, P. (2017). 'Bad Wigs and Screaming Mimis': Using Corpus-Assisted Techniques to Carry Out Critical 
Discourse Analysis of the Representation of Trans People in the British Press. In Cap. P & Hart. C, Contemporary 
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v J.K. Rowling Writes about Her Reasons for Speaking out on Sex and Gender Issues, 10th June 2020  
vi Forstater v CGD Europe & Ors (RELIGION OR BELIEF DISCRIMINATION) [2021] UKEAT 0105_20_1006 (10 

June 2021) 
vii Mermaids v Charity Commission for England & Wales & Anor [2023] UKFTT 563 (GRC) (06 July 2023)  
viii The Times, Kathleen Stock resigns from University of Sussex after trans rights row, 29th October 2021 
ix BBC, Conversion therapy: Ban to go ahead but not cover trans people, 1st April 2022  
x BBC Sport, Transgender women no longer able to compete at elite female events run by British Cycling, 8th April 
2022  
xi EHRC, Guidance published for providers of single-sex services, 4th April 2022 
xii Scottish Legal, Second judicial review brought against Scottish government over definition of ‘woman’, 22nd July 
2022   
xiii The Guardian, Britain to have new PM by 5 September as Tory leadership rules announced, 11th July 2022  
xiv BBC, Kathleen Stock: Protests at Oxford Union as talk goes ahead, 30th May 2023 
xv The Telegraph, JK Rowling donates £70k to challenge ruling that men can become women, 18th February 2024 
xvi Department for Education, Guidance for Schools and Colleges: Gender Questioning Children 
xvii Independent review of gender identity services for children and young people 
xviii For Women Scotland Ltd v The Scottish Ministers [2025] UKSC 16 (16 April 2025)  

https://www.jbe-platform.com/content/journals/10.1075/ijcl.21168.gil#abstract_content
https://supremecourt.uk/uploads/uksc_2024_0042_judgment_aea6c48cee.pdf
https://stuartgeiger.com/resources/baker-2014-bad-wigs-ccds.pdf
https://stuartgeiger.com/resources/baker-2014-bad-wigs-ccds.pdf
https://www.jkrowling.com/opinions/j-k-rowling-writes-about-her-reasons-for-speaking-out-on-sex-and-gender-issues/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/60c1cce1d3bf7f4bd9814e39/Maya_Forstater_v_CGD_Europe_and_others_UKEAT0105_20_JOJ.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/60c1cce1d3bf7f4bd9814e39/Maya_Forstater_v_CGD_Europe_and_others_UKEAT0105_20_JOJ.pdf
https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Mermaids-v-Charity-Commission-judgment-060723.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20260226132628/https:/www.thetimes.com/uk/politics/article/kathleen-stock-resigns-from-university-of-sussex-after-trans-rights-row-h0pns6lds?gaa_at=eafs&gaa_n=AWEtsqdgkSvbChe1dh_HE3io3EkM106Bsg4-n_6nx_xdHEGSicBSbI3uYDEs09bKgHo%3D&gaa_ts=69a04d57&gaa_sig=fptLK8XZ6Q9KQ2IFdmuDzA6IkoJElxrmxs6gCH_6YLoO-6-n3A5BvLGWweUfRBytztD7rusN2x_xR6mfcLv7iA%3D%3D
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-60947028
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/cycling/61036110
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/media-centre/news/guidance-published-providers-single-sex-services
https://www.scottishlegal.com/articles/second-judicial-review-brought-against-scottish-government-over-definition-of-woman
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2022/jul/11/britain-new-pm-5-september-tory-leadership-rules-announced
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-65714821
https://web.archive.org/web/20240218184643/https:/www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/02/18/jk-rowlings-70k-to-challenge-ruling-men-can-become-women/
https://consult.education.gov.uk/equalities-political-impartiality-anti-bullying-team/gender-questioning-children-proposed-guidance/
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ukgwa/20250310143642/https:/cass.independent-review.uk/
https://supremecourt.uk/uploads/uksc_2024_0042_judgment_aea6c48cee.pdf

